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• The Project
• The Benchmarking
• The Results
• The Lessons learned
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The project aims at:
• (re-) activating existing 

town twinnings in the 
field of climate change

• to bring US/DE/JP cities 
together for:
• exchange of experience
• 'joint implementation' of projects

• to analyse activities on climate change mitigation,
CO2 balances and other quantitative achievements

• to develop the Climate Cities Benchmarking system
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Climate Alliance
European city network with 1,400 cities

IFEU Heidelberg Institute for Energy
and Environmental Research, Germany

Nagoya University Graduate School
of Environmental Studies, Japan 

Funded by:
Federal Environment Agency,
Germany
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• to analyse and balance CO 2 emissions
• to compare climate change mitigation activities

• to advance understanding on site

• to be a base for two-way assistance and 
exchange 

• The Benchmark has to be simple
but

• it has to answer a lot of methodical questions 
how to balance GHG emissions and how to 
compare climate action of cities
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Step 1: Activity profile 

Step 2: CO 2 balance sheet

Step 3: Set of indicators
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• Indicators guarantee a clear and transparent 
review of activities 

• They reveal which fields of action should be 
enforced in the participating cities 

• The result is measured by a point scale from
0 to 10

• The 10 point mark is defined as the theoretical 
maximum (e.g. 100 % renewable or zero tons of 
CO2) which is not necessarily a practicable one
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• 44 examples 
from 
22 German cities
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mayors as role models

������	������	�����������
���

�������

��	�
���
�	�

�������

�����	������	��

• Local authorities &
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• Urban Planning
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• Smart Financing Mechanisms
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• Renewable Energies
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• Energy Efficiency
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& combatting Energy Poverty



• Buildings
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• Awareness raising, campaigns
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• Partnerships
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• Transport
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• Waste Management
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Improving the Benchmark System
Linking Benchmarking to project database 
Creating a webbased platform

Joining of more than 100 German cities

Adapting the Benchmark

Joining of more than 100 Japanese cities

Adapting the Benchmark
Joining of more than 20 cities
Final Workshop in the USA
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on the benchmarking, 
how to join …:

www.climatealliance.org

Ulrike Janssen
u.janssen@climatealliance.org
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